The Ancient Worlds of Asia
his daughter Fatirna at Kum and of the eighth imam Risa at Meshed are venerated by the Shiites as their most important sanctuaries and places of pilgrimage. Risa, who was poisoned on the orders of Caliph Imum, is also worshipped as a martyr and the devotions of the faithful around his tomb reach fanatical proportions. The mosques where the other imams are buried are also places of frequent pilgrimages and the parents of the imams are also worshipped in a large number of domed mausoleums throughout the ancient Persian Empire.
The worship of imams is connected, in the popular mind, with the veneration of the legitimate rulers of Iran. Religious worship is thus an expression of the national conscience. The Persians know and love their history and in the remotest mountain villages the heroes and the great events of history are still the favourite reading. It is quite common to see, in public squares, story-tellers evoking the past and praising in particular the Sofuwa dynasty. The Persians are well aware that they spring from one of the oldest civilisations in the world and this is the basis of their sense of superiority over the European.
This deeply-rooted national spirit and this fidelity to tradition also find expression in the principles of Persian architecture which all spring from a native origin.   The typical Arab mosque with columns became in Persia the madrasah, based on the plan of Khorassan dwelling-houses. The caravanserai also had its origin in a very old type of village which has survived to the present day in the Khorassan oases. This was a very simple arrangement of rows of houses with domes, grouped around a large square and surrounded by a defensive wall.  The origin of baths, in their simplest form two adjacent vaulted rooms, is obvious in this country whose people first built the vault and the dome.   Sassanian ruins show that these types of building were traditional in Iran long before Islam. They  also  show  the very  conservative nature of Persian architecture.   Islam emphasised the equality of all men before God.   This is reflected in the architecture of the mosque, where the imam faces the same direction as the worshippers. The latter take their places side by side in long rows. The
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